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September 26, 2008

Mr. Thomas R. Pokonosky

20100 Minnetonka Blvd.

Deephaven, MN 55331

Dear Mr. Pokonosky,
I received your letter concerning the proposed rule changes by the Minnesota DNR.  Specifically you asked for comments dealing with rule changes dealing with the amount of submersed aquatic vegetation that can be controlled along a given property.

United Phosphorus has been involved in conducting research to develop improved methods of dealing with aquatic plant management, especially invasive species such as curlyleaf pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil.  Over the past several years techniques have been developed that allow for the control of these species with minimal or no impact on native plants.  The Minnesota DNR has been involved in this research and is aware of how Aquathol K can be used to achieve the desired results.
The issue that you requested comments on deals with the control of all aquatic species, native and invasive and this is a different issue as far as we at UPI are concerned.  The Minnesota DNR allows herbicides to be used to treat “narrow” strips or “lanes if you will, to provide access between their property and the lake by homeowners.  The width of these “strips” should be tailored to the individual property.  
Unfortunately environmental conditions also impact the performance of herbicides.  Wind and water movement can reduce the efficacy especially when narrow strips are being treated.  Although I agree that it is very difficult to manage aquatic plants in strips 35-50 ft. wide, the DNR has offered to allow the treatment of the entire shoreline property provided the method of control is selective for invasive aquatic plants.  This provides an alternative to the limits proposed by the DNR.  I would also like to make it clear that when treating narrow strips for navigation purposes, these treatments should be made when the weeds to be controlled are actively growing.  This should not be confused with “early season” applications that target specific invasive species such as curlyleaf pondweed and Eurasian water milfoil. 
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks, 

Gerald Adrian

Business Manager, Aquatics

United Phosphorus Inc.

201 Reber Circle

Exton, PA 19341

