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A.) In a meeting with Minnesota state elected representatives and the DNR, held on October 23, 2006,  Dr. Doug Pullman, a nationally known aquatic ecologist, with 28 years experience, commented as follows: 

· “The primary goal of lake management should be the protection and improvement (if possible) of biodiversity.  This speaks to the need for selective plant management and suppression of invasive species.  This goal leads to greater ecosystem stability AND better conditions for recreation and aesthetic pleasures. 

·  It is critical to take aggressive action before a long list of other invasive plant and algae species AND difficult-to-manage plant and algae genotypes begin to invade Minnesota lakes.  Healthy lakes (good biodiversity and ecosystem stability) are essential to blunt the impact of invasive species. 

· “Minimal approach” policies to weed control are an “assault on the environment.” To do nothing and allow invasive species to take over is a travesty.

· Factual biology should be the basis for decisions made.  Anecdotal or opinionated information is to be avoided.

· Invasive species (both exotic and native) crowd out other species and reduce biodiversity. They change the landscape of the ecosystem and need aggressive action to counter their effects. Invasive species of all types need close management. There is little value in, nor justification for, protecting invasive species.

· Creative and fair approaches to lake management are needed.

· In a subsequent discussion, Dr. Pullman commented that one of the biggest problems that he encounters throughout the Great Lakes Region (and beyond) is the perception of fisheries workers that all plants are “grass” or “cover” for fish, and fail to distinguish between desirable and invasive species. This serves to perpetuate the myth that all aquatic herbicides kill all of the aquatic plants. This is simply not true! 
