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Lake Owasso Weed Treatment History-

Prepared by Dick Fowler, former President of Lake Owasso Home Owner’s Association


This brief summary of the chronology of Lake Owasso in Roseville was prepared by Dick Fowler. Dick served as president of the Lake Owasso Homeowner’s Association from 1993 through 2004. He currently serves on the boards of the Minnesota Lakes Association and the Minnesota Environmental Initiative. Dick retired after 32 years at the Andersen Window Corporation, serving as Corporate Environmental Officer.
1953 - Saint Paul paper prints article about Horace Nolan and his concern over the loss of Lake Owasso because of heavy weed growth. Nolan contacts the University of Minnesota about weed control. The University puts him in contact with Dr. Domogalla of Applied BioChemists, Butler, Wisconsin. Dr. Domogalla had done research on chemical control of aquatic nuisance weeds from 1925 through 1936 while at the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene. According to Don Penning of Lake Management, Inc., Dr. Domogalla is considered the father of aquatic weed control. 

1955 - First experimental treatment of weeds in Lake Owasso in cooperation with the Minnesota Departments of Agriculture, Conservation, the University of Minnesota, and Ramsey County. Sodium arsenate was the chemical used. The treatment was declared a complete success, without harm to the water quality or fish population. 

1958-59 - A bill was passed in the Minnesota legislature to allow control of aquatic nuisance vegetation in public waters. At this point in time, Don Penning was working at the Minnesota DNR writing aquatic weed control permits. 

1966 - Article published stating that Dr, Domogalla has treated Lake Owasso for the past 10 years. 

1967 - Don Penning and Lake Management, Inc. take over the treatment of Lake Owasso. 

1972 - Minnesota DNR starts planting Leech Lake Muskellunge in Lake Owasso. 

2005 - Lake Owasso has been continuously treated for aquatic nuisance weeds now for 50 consecutive years. Judging from the number of fishing and water skiing participants on the Lake each year, this is a strong testimonial to the use of permitted chemicals for maintaining a healthy, recreational lake. 

