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The March meeting is not likely to produce a comprehensive series of recommendations on which
all groups agree. As aresult, the DNR will need time to review the feedback provided and
finalize recommendations for the program. A second meeting will be scheduled with the same
group of stakeholders by late May to review our final recommendations.

We acknowledge that it will not be feasible to implement most of the proposed changes during
the 2005 summer season. Businesses that provide commercial aquatic plant management services
are already well along in their planning for 2005, as are DNR staff who provide technical
assistance and regulatory overview. No matter how fast the recommendation development
process proceeds, the parties that will be asked to implement the outcomes will need time to
prepare. I anticipate that recommendations that do not require statutory or rule changes can be
implemented for the 2006 summer season.

Recommendations from the review process that require statutory or rule changes to implement
will need additional time. Both those processes require numerous steps including opportunities
for additional public input. Even if those processes went smoothly, I would anticipate that the
2007 summer season is the earliest this group of APM program recommendations could be
implemented. Iunderstand that this is a later implementation schedule that any of the parties,
including DNR, had hoped. But the process is complex and any major changes to our rules or
statutes take time.

A summary of our intended timeline is as follows:

Mail information to stakeholder groups ...........ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn early March 2005
Answer questions/provide clarifications.............ccoviiiiiiiiinnn mid-March 2005
Stakeholder meeting (all Zroups).......cevevuviriuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieen, late March 2005
Final stakeholder meeting (all Eroups)......cooeveeiveirnrereerinriaennerererearenn late May 2005
Implementation of recommendations (rule or statute change not required)...Summer 2006
Implementation of recommendations (rule or statute change required)........ Summer 2007

Thank you again for your continued interest in the APM review and the investment your groups
are willing to make in this important effort.

Respectfully,

S

Lee Pfannmuller, Director
Division of Ecological Services

Cc: Commissioner Merriam
Representative Dennis Ozment
Representative Tom Hackbarth
Senator Dallas Sams
Senator John Marty





