       Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes

July 26, 2004

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4025

Attention: Mr. Brian Stenquist

Dear Brian:

Thank you for arranging our May 13, 2004 “Listening Session” with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  We appreciate the opportunity to have the Aquatic Plant Management Program explained to our organization and to be able to voice to the DNR some of  the concerns and issues that members of our organization have with certain DNR policies.

A request was put forth at that meeting by the DNR for a listing of the issues that Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes currently have with DNR policies. These issues are as follows: 

1. A permit is required to apply pesticides below the ordinary high water level of public waters larger than ten acres to control aquatic vegetation.  Public water less than 10 acres should not require a permit.

2. Permits should be allowed for any of the following reasons:  esthetic, public safety, recreational (e.g. swimming, boating, fishing, water skiing, etc.), drainage, ecological health, and other valid reasons.

3. Permits for submerged vegetation control should be issued or denied within 10 business days of receipt of the permit application.  Failure to issue or deny a permit within this time, should be treated as a default approval to proceed.

4. On all public waters and watercourses larger than ten acres, a permit request for 100 feet of shoreline per individual riparian property owner should be permitted for control of submerged vegetation.  Where the property is less than 100 feet, the entire frontage should  be permitted.  Permit requests should be granted for up to 15% of the total lake littoral area.  Aggregate requests in excess of the 15% may be granted per DNR review but cannot exceed 50% of the littoral area.

5. Permit requests for control of exotic species (e.g. Eurasian watermilfoil and curly-leaf pondweed) should be granted and not subject to the littoral limitations.

6. Permit requests denied by the MN DNR for aquatic plant control should be appealed to a Review Board made up of three riparian property owners and 2 members of the MN DNR, which will then meet with the affected riparian property owner(s) or their representatives in an attempt to reach an agreement.

7. The use of an automated unattended aquatic plant control device to control submerged aquatic macrophytes in order to maintain a site for swimming or boat docking should be allowed without a permit under the following conditions:  silt is to be less than three inches deep; the area controlled does not exceed 2500 square feet in area, except that a boat channel extending to open water, not to exceed 15 feet in width, may be maintained.

Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes would like to schedule a meeting with the DNR to follow up on the concerns expressed at the May meeting, and to discuss the above.  The following dates are available for members of our MHL Leadership Group:


August  23, 24, 26 or September 9,10,13, or 14.

Please advise which of these dates works for your key participants.

Also, would you please send  copies of Dr. Fulton’s survey and summaries of  each listening group meeting to us?  We believe Dave Wright said that this information would be available upon request.

Again, we appreciate your assistance in arranging the earlier meeting and future meetings.

Sincerely,

________________________

_________________________

Paul Isensee, Co-Chairperson,

William Iacoe, Co-Chairperson,

Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes  
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Zimmermann, MN 55398


Shoreview, MN 55126
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