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April, 2006

Dear Members and other Friends of Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes:

This is to give you another update on activities at MHL.

1.) With the help of our lobbyist, Ewald Consulting, we wrote a Bill for an Act that incorporates the language we believe is needed to better protect the interests of lakeshore property owners.

House Bill HF 3372 was presented to the House Environment and Natural Resources Committee on March 22.  Representative Barb Sykora, (R) the bill author and I testified in support. Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R) and Dave Dill (D) are co-authors.  Visit our website at www.mnhealthylakes.org and go to the “Bills & Legislation” tab to view our Talking Points as well as the language of the current bill. At this committee meeting, we presented the 1200(+) petitions which you have sent in. 
Because of the controversial nature of this bill, Chairman Hackbarth asked that it not be sent to the full House this session. However, he instructed the Deputy Commissioner of the DNR in very strong terms that he is to work with MHL and other stakeholders to find a middle ground that balances the interests of the general public, and lakeshore property owners. He made a commitment that there will be further committee hearings on this bill over the next few weeks.
Senate Bill SF 3323 This bill is identical to HF 3372. Senator Gen Olson is its primary author. Co-authors are still being named. Senator Olson has asked for this bill to be placed on the agenda for the Senate Environmental Committee for this session. However, Senator John Marty, Committee Chair, has not yet scheduled it.
2.) Regarding the new, more-restrictive rules that the DNR has started into the Rule-Making process, the DNR has not yet issued the full set of proposed rule changes. We are therefore not yet calling upon our stakeholders to contact the DNR to provide inputs. Visit our website and check under the “Correspondence” tab to see the DNR notices thus far, and our response to them on behalf of MHL.

(Over)
3.) Our constituent base is now over 1200 and growing. The issues we have identified seem to have strong support among lakeshore property owners. We presented the petitions we have received thus far at the House Committee meeting discussed above, and it seemed to make an excellent visual impact on the committee. They served to demonstrate that there are a growing number of property owners that are standing in opposition to the proposed DNR rule changes.
4.) We have no feedback at this time from the IRS as to our application for tax-exempt status. We will report on progress in future newsletters.

We will keep you posted on developments on both the grassroots and legislative fronts. At the appropriate times, we will need you to contact both the DNR and the legislature. 

In the meantime, we ask you to join MHL and submit your 2006 dues of $35, if you have not already done so. Contributions in excess of these dues are gratefully accepted. Our efforts to ensure fair treatment of lakeshore property owners will continue into the future. This is not a sprint, it is a marathon! We cannot do this without your support.

Best regards,

Bill Iacoe

Executive Director 

