Newsletter







July, 2006
Dear Members and other Friends of Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes (MHL):

This is our latest newsletter on MHL activities.

1.) In order to improve our chances of getting our bill out of committee in the next legislative session, we are engaged in a series of meetings with the House Environment & Natural Resources Committee Administrator; Representative Tom Hackbarth, Chairperson of this committee; and Senator Gen Olson; the Senate author of our bill, to gain their insight. 

2.) We also are scheduled to meet with the Environmental Policies Coordinator for Governor Pawlenty to gain insight as to what the Governors’ office can/will do to help us in defending lakeshore property owners’ rights.

3.) The number of APM Permit Requests which are being denied by the DNR or significantly reduced from the requested shoreline footage, continues to climb. The DNR is, in effect, applying the more restrictive proposed rules before they have gone through the Rule Making/Changing process. When challenged on this, they only say, “We have always had that right.”

Where permits are being approved, it is often with reductions of as much as 85% of the requested footage, and as little as 5 feet reduction! The DNR is exerting their power and micromanaging this process, when their limited resources could be far better spent developing defenses against further infestations of invasive species into our waterways.
NOTE: We strongly recommend that property owners challenge permit denials or reductions promptly, by following the instructions for doing so in the letter from the DNR. Our summertime use of our lakes is short as it is, without the DNR making them even shorter with their restrictive weed-control policies and sluggish permitting process.
Although the DNR denies that they are applying the new rules before they have been approved, they cannot deny that they have unilaterally withdrawn









(over)

the grandfather provision, which has allowed seven Metro area lakes to treat more than 15% of the littoral area of their lakes, for over 30 years. Each of these lakes is challenging this decision in various ways, some with success. These lakes are: Sunfish Lake in Dakota County; Cedar Island and Lost Lakes in Hennepin County; Carson’s and St. Louis Bays of Lake Minnetonka, and Johanna, Owasso, Gervais, and McCarron’s Lakes in Ramsey County. 

4.) Our government contacts have advised us that now is the time for our constituents to let their legislators know their position on the overly-restrictive practices of the DNR. Remember, the DNR is legally accountable to the State Legislature, but they won’t act that way unless they are forced to do so!! We need to communicate strongly with our elected representatives on these issues. Nothing will change, without the strong involvement of our legislators.
NOTE: Attached to this newsletter are 2 draft letters for you to consider sending with your signature. The first is to your State Representative and Senator expressing concern over the policies and practices of the DNR. The second is to the editor of your local newspaper.

Please edit the text to meet your personal preferences, and send them as soon as possible, by either e-mail or regular mail. The names and contact information of your elected representatives can be obtained from our website under the “Grassroots” tab, or by calling 1(800) 657-3550. Please include copies to Representative Tom Hackbarth, Representative Dennis Ozment, Senator John Marty, and Governor Tim Pawlenty. We need to get their attention to the issues facing Minnesota lakeshore property owners!
5,) We anticipate that we will be calling you to action again in the Fall, as this is when the DNR expects to release the language of the “official” rule changes (the ones that “they are not already enforcing!”). At that time, your comments will be needed to submit to the Administrative Law Judge who will oversee these proceedings. Watch for our Fall, 2006 Newsletter for more information on this critical subject.
6.) In trying to communicate electronically, we have had several of your 

e-mail addresses returned as undeliverable. Please help us to maintain our contact list and minimize mailing expenses by sending an e-mail to minnesotansforhealthylakes@yahoo.com Thank you for your help.

For Healthier Minnesota Lakes!

Bill Iacoe, Executive Director

