Sample letter #2

(Date)
Dear Representative/Senator (from your district) [NAME]:



I write to inform you that I oppose the new rules proposed by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for aquatic plant management (APM).  These rules arbitrarily restrict the ability of lakeshore property owners to control aquatic plants.  Additionally, these rules make it even more difficult to control invasive species like Eurasian water milfoil and curly leaf pond weed, for which there should be no restrictions on treatment.

As a lake homeowner who pays a higher level of taxes due to the premium put on lake front homes, I believe I should have the reasonable ability to maintain my shoreline as I have in the past.  Incredibly, the DNR never gave a scientific rationale for its proposed changes to the current rules in the APM program during a March 2007 Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee hearing on S.F. 506.  If these proposed APM rule changes are made as planned, the property values of lake homeowners will drop – something our cash-strapped local governments can ill afford.
I stand with Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes (MHL) in challenging these arbitrary DNR rule changes, and ask you to challenge them at the Legislature by supporting H.F. 893/S.F. 506 and urging the Environment and Natural Resources Committees to hear MHL’s bill so that the DNR’s rule change ideas can be fully discussed in public.

Please let me know your position on this important issue.  Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

[YOUR NAME
MAILING ADDRESS, AND 

EMAIL ADDRESS]  

Cc: Representative Kent Eken, Senator Satveer Chaudhary, Governor Tim Pawlenty,        Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes
