MHL Talking Point Summary

1.) MHL was formed by lakeshore property owners due to concern over DNR practices regarding management of aquatic vegetation and algae, especially nuisance/invasive species

2.) Repeated meetings and correspondence with DNR to understand their concerns and to express ours, have transpired

3.) When the proposed rules were revealed in December, 2005, they contained none of the provisions presented by MHL and other constituents. 

4.) The new rules were applied in the field in 2004 and 2005 even though the changes have not gone through the rule-changing process, which started officially in December, 2005

5.) We believe that these new rules continue to provide over-protection to invasive species, thus allowing them to continue to spread across an ever-increasing number of Minnesota lakes.

6.) In addition, while making it even more difficult to maintain clear and clean shorelines, these proposed rules will lead to increased non-permitted and non-regulated shoreline management (“vigilantes”)

7.) These new, more restrictive rules will require a higher level of DNR inspection and enforcement of routine permit applications, while the threat of new invasive species (e.g., zebra mussels, the next generation of Eurasian Water milfoil, etc.) comes into our state with inadequate attention by the limited DNR staff. 
8.) MHL is appealing to our state legislators to represent the interests of Minnesota lakeshore property owners to enable them to maintain their shorelines in a clean and healthy state. A fairer balance between the interests of the general public, and lakeshore property owners, is requested. Property values are at stake!

9.) In addition, we are asking our legislators to require future proposed rule changes to be submitted and approved by the appropriate committees of both houses. Greater legislative oversight is needed.

